
Enrico Minguzzi's artistic oeuvre presents a captivating array of specimens characterised with 

enigmatic origins, defying conventional classification of natural species. These specimens 

emerge from a fusion of disparate realms—vegetal, animal, marine, terrestrial, and spatial—

resulting in the creation of novel "species". Minguzzi's exploration of the relationship between 

art and nature is deeply contemplative and critical, diverging from the traditional aesthetic 

concept of mimesis that has permeated Western art history since Ancient Greece. Instead, he 

delves into the complex interplay between humanity and the natural world.

Within Minguzzi's work, there is a profound examination of unnatural phenomena, which often 

manifest as deviations from the natural order, resembling uncontrolled growth or the prolifera-

tion of fractals. These expressions symbolise nature's inherent modes of self-preservation and 

self-sustaining patterns. Despite the apparent chaos and disorder, Minguzzi highlights nature's 

remarkable equilibrium, wherein its intricate beauty finds ultimate expression.

Minguzzi's preferred medium is oil painting, albeit with a departure from traditional techniques. 

Rather than painting on a standard neutral background, he opts for bold and distinctive mono-

chromatic colours such as fluorescent yellow, pink, or gold. This unconventional approach 

fosters a dynamic interplay between contrasting surfaces. Initially, the canvas background, 

treated as an industrial paint, is entirely coated with a layer of oil paint. Subsequently, this layer 

is selectively removed through the use of solvents or mechanical manipulation, allowing the 

vibrant background colours to resurface and command attention within the composition. This 

nuanced interaction engenders a subtle dialogue between the surface oil painting and the 

underlying monochrome background—a "marriage of opposites" that creates a striking visual 

contrast.
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